
Horizon Europe: 
The first assessment

SURVEY RESULTS

This survey was conducted from 14 December 2021 to 24 January 2022, online at 
sciencebusiness.net. 

Respondents: 260, of whom 180 were applying or had already done so. Of that 
experienced group, 142 were dealing with collaborative projects (Pillar 2), and 59 
actually won awards. 

By profession, 37% worked at a university, 12% at a public-sector research institute, 
12% at a government body, 11% at a consultancy and 10% were with a small 
company. 

By country, 12% were based in Belgium, 11% in Spain, 10% in France, 8% in 
Germany, 6% in Italy and 5% in the Netherlands. In all, 10% were based in eastern 
Europe (Romania, Hungary and Czech Republic topped the list.) Among non-EU 
countries whose participation in Horizon isn’t yet confirmed, 6% were from 
Switzerland and 3% from the UK.



Good objectives – could make a big difference if well implemented



Too bureaucratic



An improvement on Horizon 2020



Odds of winning a grant are too low



Will make international research collaborations easier



Too much industry influence on its agenda



Will strengthen Europe’s R&D capacities overall



Won’t do enough to raise east European R&D capacities



180 respondents told us they had applied to Horizon Europe, 172 specified they 
applied to these parts of the programme and continued answering the survey 
questions 



How do you find the application?



Compared to a Horizon 2020 application, 
you find Horizon Europe's one



The maximum page lengths of an Horizon Europe application are



The instructions were



The process was



The process was



The evaluators were
As the programme is so young, only a 
portion of the survey respondents had 
yet gotten the final verdict from the 
Commission or started contracting. As 
a result, the data collected and 
visualised in the following eight bar 
charts is not exhaustive enough to 
draw conclusions from. 



The evaluators provided feedback that was



For those calls with a two-step application, that helped



For those calls with in-person interviews, that helped



If you have already started contracting, how do you feel about the 
terms?



How do you find the contracting?



Which of the following contractual terms you had problems with?



Based on this experience, would you apply again to Horizon 
Europe?



Those who haven’t yet, are you likely to apply to the programme?



If yes, to which part of the programme are you likely to apply?



Why have you not yet applied?



I work at


