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Context

As highlighted in the European Commission’s 2022 Strategic Foresight Report, multiple crises and 
megatrends are having a significant impact on the EU’s long-term ambitions to achieve fair green 
and digital transitions, as well as progress towards the United Nations’ 2030 sustainable development 
goals (SDGs). Navigating through this era of unprecedented turbulence are further complicated by 
geopolitical tensions and the complexities of securing strategic autonomy in domains seen as vital to 
the its future. 

For Europe – and indeed any other country or region – to succeed in “twinning” the transitions across 
sectors and borders, science and technology will have a central, potentially definitive role to play. 
Yet as the Commission’s foresight makes clear, the current and future solutions that will underpin 
synergies between them are not without their downsides – such as the environmental footprint of 
digital infrastructure and the huge demand for rare earth minerals in clean energy technologies.

Against this backdrop, therefore, what are the strategic implications for major research funding and 
performing organisations? How can European science leaders leverage the findings of the report to 
make their own plans for the future, in line with the EU’s policy ambitions, and what does that imply 
for their international partnerships?  And how might the Commission’s foresight work more broadly 
inform the strategic planning for the remainder of Horizon Europe?  Such questions, and more, will be 
explored in this exclusive, invitation-only dinner debate, tailored for the seniormost representatives of 
members of the Science|Business Network.  

Agenda

18:00 Registration & welcome drinks 

18:30 Opening speech – “Why twinning the transitions will define the world’s future” 

• Keynote speaker: Maroš Šefcovic – Vice-President for Interinstitutional Relations and Foresight, Eu-
ropean Commission 

18:50 Panel debate – “What role for science and technology in making this a reality?” 

19:30 Networking dinner 

21:30 Close of proceeding



Guest list

• Jaak Aaviksoo, Rector, Tallinn University of Technology

• Constance C. Arvis, Director, Office of Science and Technology Cooperation, US 
Department of State

• Enric Banda, Senior Advisor, Barcelona Supercomputing Center

• Jean-Luc Beylat, Executive Board Member, Photonics21; Vice President, Nokia Bell 
Research Labs

• François Bertrand, Vice President, Academic and Research, Ecole Polytechnique Montréal

• Jean-Pierre Bourguignon, Emeritus Professor, IHES, Paris-Saclay University

• Isabelle Buckle, Executive Vice President, Technology Transfer and Industrial Partnerships, 
Institut Pasteur

• Jean Chambaz, President, Sorbonne University

• Martha Crago, Vice-Principal, Research and Innovation, McGill University

• Karin Dahlman-Wright, Chair of the Board, KI Holding AB; Advisor to the President, 
Karolinska Institutet

• Ruben Diaz Naderi, Deputy CEO, International Affairs, Hospital Sant Joan de Déu Barcelona

• Simon Edmonds, Deputy Executive Chairman and Chief Business Officer, Innovate UK

• Rutger Engels, Rector Magnificus, Erasmus University Rotterdam

• James Eshelby, Executive Director and Innovative Medicines Initiative Lead, Pfizer

• Verena Fennemann, Acting Director, EU Office, Fraunhofer

• Paolo Ferrão, President, The COST Association

• Mauro Ferrari, President, European Research Council



Industry

• Amgen
• Elsevier/RELX
• Frontiers
• Huawei
• Microsoft
• Novartis
• Pfizer
• Sanofi
• Total
• Toyota

Academia

• Aalto University
• Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences
• École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne
• Erasmus University Rotterdam
• ESADE Business School
• ETH Zurich
• Imperial College London 
• Karolinska Institutet
• KTH Royal Institute of Technology
• KU Leuven, Belgium 
• Norwegian University of Science and Technology, 

Norway
• Politecnico di Milano, Italy 
• Polytechnique Montréal, Canada 
• Sorbonne University, France 
• Stockholm University, Sweden 
• Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia
• Technische Universität Berlin, Germany  

• Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia
• Technische Universität Berlin, Germany  
• Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 
• Technische Universiteit Eindhoven, Netherlands 
• University College London, UK 
• University of Amsterdam, Netherlands 
• University of Birmingham, UK 
• University of Bergen, Norway 
• University of Bologna, Italy 
• University of Eastern Finland, Finland 
• University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg 
• University of Pisa, Italy 
• University of Tartu, Estonia 
• University of Twente, Netherlands 
• University of Warwick, UK 
• Utrecht University, Netherlands 

Public organisations

• ART-ER
• Barcelona Supercomputing Center
• Business Finland
• CERN
• CNRS - French National Centre for Scientific 

Research
• COST Association
• CSC - IT Center for Science
• CSIC - Spanish National Research Council
• DESY - Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron
• EIT Health
• Eureka
• European Investment Bank 
• Fraunhofer

• Hospital Sant Joan de Déu Barcelona
•  Innovate UKInnovation Norway
• ISERD - Israel-Europe Research & Innovation 

Directorate
• Pasteur Institute
• Québec Research Funds
• Republic of South Africa - Department for 

Science and Innovation
• Research Council of Norway
• RIKEN

Associations

• ACM Europe Policy Committee
• ATTRACT
• CAROTS
• European University Association
• Federation of European Microbiological 

Societies
• Photonics21

Group Members

• Deusto International Research School (DIRS)
• GEANT


